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PREFACE

| selected, scanned and edited 34 prints from the 49 photos that my grandmother, Ella May (Banning)
Cunningham, saved from her family’s visit to Detroit, Florida (now Florida City). Her husband Arthur
had purchased land in Florida for farming tomatoes. They arrived in Florida in early 1911 from
Michigan with sons Cameron and Donald, who later became my father, and stayed several months.
We are indebted to Ella May for these photos. She wrote on the backs of 14 photos. For example,
with the photo of her laundry shown at the left below, her notes on the reverse are at the right.
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Comments are provided for each photo in this book. For the 14 photos with Ella May’s notes, the
notes lead the paragraph, in italics and inside quotation marks: “My first wash in Detroit Florida...”

| wish to express my gratitude to Jeff Blakley, historian of Homestead, Florida, for his invaluable
support and suggestions, and for providing helpful background information and ideas on Ella May’s
photos based on his knowledge of the history of Florida City and South Florida. Thanks, Jeff, your
input added credibility and relevance to the story that the photos portray.

(Copyright © 2018 by Sheldon Cunningham. All Rights Reserved)
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Don with His Hatchet

“Kv C 3§ vI}vX [/ Pp e« [ ] v}YdyAllaKay Cuhnjnghdd. At the left, Arthur
Cunningham is washing his hands by the pump, with sons Don seated with his hatchet and Cam
behind the screen-door. Cam is peeking out through a hole in the canvas or burlap covering the
opening. Jack Kay might be the man at the right.



Having a Visit on Clarissa Shields’ Front Porch

“ EX dX tX[2Hi¥ by<Ella May. Don Cunningham is sitting on the edge of the porch. Clarissa
Shields is in the rocker at the right. The house is supported by log posts. In 1910 the office of Dr. T. W.
Shields in Detroit, Michigan, was at 1287 Grand River Avenue; nearby was Arthur R. Cunningham’s

drugstore at 1300 Grand River.
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Gathering at Ella May’s House

Ladies are posing on the porch of the Cunningham’s house in Detroit. On the back row are Ella May,
far left and Clarissa Shields second from the right. On the front row, second from the left is Mary
(surname unknown), and Dorcas Shields is at the far right.
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A SELECTION OF OTHER PHOTOS
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Ella May’s Clothes Dryer

“DC (J]E*38 A +Z Ro}EIE}IJ3U}S] V} 0}SZ %]V oy Elta MayZShe mus¥o | v ¢
have done the wash in wash tub similar to one shown next to a house in a previous photo. This
snapshot fits the saying, “a picture that is worth a thousand words.” Jeff Blakley observed that this is

a great view of the pine trees and the rock-land understory, which is all gone now.
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Art and His Sons on the Farm

“I S}}l SZ]e ]Jv SZ (] o X (E S Uy EllaoVtay. @ld phdtoWhas taken in the East Glade.
TKRHRURXSWNYNQGLQJ LQ PL[HG YHJIHUHMNWOSRXP/QWM JUDVVHYV DQG
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Mr. Rogers by His Tent

“DEX Z}P E- ]v A}dByYENaMayoTHisds James Rogers, born in South Carolina in 1865. He
was married to Nancy according to the 1920 Florida City census.
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Farnsworth Land

“W] SHE }( & EveAY®S Ala ML J%is Gnd Grobably was owned by Charles E.
Farnsworth, a real estate investor in Florida. It is in the East Glade. Note the drainage ditch and the
plank path to the right of the ditch. The planks were to walk on as the marl soil was subject to
seasonal flooding. In the distance are areas too wet to clear of their willows and ferns.
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Farmers Taking a Break

From the left are James Rogers, Claude Robinson, Don, Cam and Arthur Cunningham. The boys are
wearing high-top boots. Note oranges or grapefruit on the porch behind Cam. The posture of the
men and boys suggests that they may be resting after working in the fields.
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Posing with a Wheelbarrow

This picture probably was taken at either a sawmill or a building site. Elbert H. Ring owned a sawmill
in the area. The two younger women in front are together in several previous photos, and the first
name of the girl in the dark dress is Mary. It is thought that the man and two women in front of him

possibly might be Stephen Green and his daughters Flossie, left, and Clara, and that Mary might be
the girls’ cousin, Mary Burnette. All were related to the Ring family.
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Field of Pineapples

“WI]1v %0 %0,Que S by Ella May. Jeff Blakley’s comment: “This is the first photographic proof
that | know of that shows pineapples being grown circa 1911 in the Homestead, Florida area.”
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STUDIO PHOTOS OF MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY

Ella May Cam and Don Arthur
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